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The Piatt Press
Association of Catholic Tech Students Newsletter 

Christ-Centered, Student-Led 

A Great Response!
     A huge thank you to all of those who responded to our 
Fall 2020 Newsletter. Because of your generosity, ACTS 
received $11,080, surpassing our goal of $10,000. Fiscally, our 
monthly donations are $12,090 with a goal of $20,000. 
Without our donors it would be impossible to maintain a 
Catholic presence on our campus. Thank you!            

    With their eyes and hearts fixed on Christ, ACTS members 
nominated 31 students to consider being the next student leaders 
starting in the spring quarter of 2021.  After a two-hour 
discernment process, 19 members were discerned to lead ACTS for 
the next year. The discernment process for leaders led the team to 
choose five executive officers and eleven committee chairs. The 
executive branch is responsible for the overall function of the team 

and its communication. The president is the liaison to Tech, and 
the VP is a voting member of St. Thomas Aquinas’ pastoral council.  
The executive officers are Matthew Lemoine, Treasurer; Emma 
Montgomery, Secretary; Emily Hahn, VP; Jody Bachus, Student 
Chaplain; and Ben Meleton, President. Thanks to the previous 
team, congratulations to the new one, and God bless all of you.    

A candlelight “Passing 
on the Wisdom” ritual 
was held in the E. 
Donn Piatt Catholic 
Center to 
commemorate the 
transition to the new 
2021-22 Leadership 
Team. Each outgoing 
and incoming officer 
or committee chair 
shared a candle and a 
prayer as ACTS moves 
forward with a new 
team.   

Halloween Fun
The ACTS Halloween Party 
has been a tradition for years. 
This year we modified it a bit 
to comply with COVID 
regulations. In this way our 
members could safely have a 
fun evening with each other.
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A MESSAGE FROM FR. TONY POSADAS, OFM,  PASTOR OF ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 

                  ACTS MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Association of Catholic Tech Students of Louisiana Tech University, encourage the development of well-rounded 

Catholics through the sharing of the joy we have found in Christ and the Sacraments, evangelizing our campus and community, 
and by being examples of Christian fellowship and loving service.

FRESHMEN CROSSING ADDRESSES  STUDENTS’ NEEDS 

     Freshmen Crossing, ACTS’ freshmen peer ministry program, is designed to 
offer a welcoming environment to help freshmen transition into successful and 
faithful college students. Typically, the upperclassmen volunteer to be 
“companions” with the new students, offering an opportunity to help ease the 
stress of college life for our new bulldog Catholics. A spin-off of Freshmen 
Crossing is the ACTS Freshmen Council. The leader of this year’s council is Ben 
Kubicek.

It was early January, and I was in a small cold gothic 
church in Bitburg, Germany. A church that was filled 
with happy bundled up parishioners. My command of 
German is horrible, but I didn’t need much- the 

Eucharist is the same everywhere. The dark stone walls were 
decorated with colorful art made by the children preparing for 
First Communion. I knew I was home. I and the German 
congregation were united in one thing: Jesus Christ. 
     The genius of the Church is that while there may be different 
theologies, different spiritualities, and different ways to pray, we 

are united by one faith and one Creed. We are united by our 
shared baptism. ACTS is united in faith and in practice. 
Scripture study, retreats, and preparing Sunday and Wednesday 
nights liturgies unite the students as a church. Opportunities to 
practice social outreach, mission, and to care for others are a 
crucial part of ACTS. Our faith is not inward-looking but goes 
forth into the world united in compassion and care for the other. 
These young adults are formed in what unites us as church, the 
central teachings, and the call to discipleship, witness, and 
mission.

In Memory of Anne Bleich
On December 26, resident parishioner Anne 
Bleich died at 97. Anne is considered to be one 
of the pioneers of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
and Student Center. It is said that the first 
campus ministry meeting for students was held 
in her living room. Cassie Rebeor ’19 knew her 

well and shares the following. Our prayers go out to her 
family and friends. 
     I met Ms. Anne in December of 2015 when I was 
told this “little old lady” with cancer needed her tree 
decorated for what was supposed to be her last Christmas. 
Well, that was a poor description to be sure!  Although 
being 92, her feisty and kind spirit made her larger than 
life, and she lived for 5 more Christmases! Ms. Anne 
became one of my closest friends, I found myself on her 
couch at least once a month, often more, telling stories 
and just enjoying time together. In 2017, she inspired the 
founding of ACTS-ME, ACTS ministry to the elderly. She 
made me promise that she would never be a participant in 
ACTS-ME; that she would only be my friend. She 
certainly was a good friend that I loved dearly. Ms. Anne 
made a bigger impact on my life than she will ever know. I 
am aware that my words don’t do her justice. I honored 
her life by offering a Mass for her. Knowing Ms. Anne, I 
figured she would either be grateful for 
it or get mad at me for "fussing" over 
her. However, with that Mass, a sense of 
sadness departed and peace ensued as I 
prayerfully said goodbye to a very kind 
and faithful woman. Ms. Anne, thank 
you, thank you for being my friend.

A huge part of ACTS 
are the liturgies that 
the students plan and 
orchestrate. We are 
blessed to have such 
talent and dedication.

ACTS seniors got together 
at the E. Donn Piatt Student 
Center to recreate moments 
from their “younger years” 
being part of ACTS. They 
referenced old photos and 
recreated them as seniors.
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ACTSTIVITIES

ACTS-ME REACHES OUT 
The pandemic curtailed personal 
visits to our elderly this year but that 
didn’t stop our ACTS-ME 
committee from reaching out to our 
elderly. Combining their resources 
with the ImpACTS committee, the 
two groups got crafty this year and 
constructed holiday decorations for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
Valentines Day.  

BEING CATHOLIC  AT  TECH

Guys Group 
ACTS guys are making great use of our 
outdoor facilities for guys nights and retreats. 

Christmas ACTS 
ACTS donated dozens of baby items to our 
local Life Choices offices.  

Girls Group  
Hosting an event every Friday, the young 
women of ACTS have been actively creative.  

Socials 
Hosting a safe event nearly every Saturday 
during a pandemic was accomplished due to 
the dedication of the social chairpersons Sean 
and Emily.

ALUMNI VISIT VIA SOCIAL MEDIA

ACTS alumni visits in 
person were limited this 
year, but that didn’t stop 
our faithful graduates 
from making a difference 
in the lives of ACTS 
members. Alumni tuned 
in to speak to our 
current members about 
relationships and dating. 
Each alum offered a 
different experience that 
hopefully resonated with 
our current students. 
The talks were candid, 
open, honest, and faith-
filled. Thanks to the 
alumni who participated. 
Do you have a topic you 
think would be of 
interest to our students? 
We  would love to hear 
from you! 

Thanks to some quick thinking, 
ingenuity, and a kind heart, Emma 
Montgomery has been very 
instrumental in continuing our 
traditions. For “Hospitality Sundays” 
Emma’s team has served up hot 
cocoa, handed out valentines, and 
distributed ornaments. Instead of 
the traditional Pancake Dinner, 
ACTS provided to-go bags filled 
with individually wrapped 
breakfast items. Thanks to Emma 
and her team for these great ideas!

ACTS HOSPITALITY 
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Around this time of year, it’s not unusual for me to have a 
conversation with a senior about leaving college life and moving on 
to other endeavors. Many find it difficult to fathom not being at 
Tech. It’s sad to say goodbye to a place that you have grown so fond 
of over the years. The greatest concern is realizing that seeing one’s 
friends again will be a bit challenging. My constant mantra to them 

is this, “If you stay here, then you have failed.” Of course, this excludes those 
continuing their education. However, that phrase, more often than not, hits a 
nerve and the student realizes that yes, it is time to go!  I tell them that missing 
someone or something, is a good sign and a blessing. How awful would it be to 
leave and not miss them or have someone not miss you!  I assure them that 
they are always welcome to come back for a visit. Unfortunately, the pandemic 
has put a damper on visits this year. Out of precaution, we did not host our 
annual homecoming spaghetti dinner and the ACTS alumni choir did not visit 
on New Year’s Day. However, many alumni have called to check in, and the 
choir adjusted their plans for a short visit at Lincoln Parish Park. As you will 
read inside this newsletter, alumni have visited us online for events. It will take 
a lot more than a pandemic to get in the way of the friendships made here. Be 
strong, be safe, and stay united in the peace and love of Christ. — Br. Mike 

E. Donn Piatt 
Catholic Student Center

600 Thornton St. 
Ruston, LA 71270

“Being Catholic at Tech” and Beyond

Use the enclosed envelope to mail your donation, or donate online at 
stac-acts.com. Please consider registering to become a monthly donor! 

We need you in order to make our $10,000 goal!  Thank you! 

Association of Catholic Tech Students

Chris and Emma went to great heights to hang 
the theme banner for this year. 

The ACTS Alumni Choir adjusted their annual New 
Years visit by spending the afternoon at Lincoln 
Parish Park.

It is possible to make your donation 
to ACTS and the E. Donn Piatt 
Catholic Student Center online. Visit 
stac-acts.com for more information.   

http://www.stac-acts.com
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